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Nec te tua plurima, Pantheu, 
Labentem Pietas {8 Apollinis infula texit. 


VirRG. 


PRS the late Lord Bolingbroke’s Works have 
come abroad into the World with all the 





them, by being addreffed to Mr. Pope, may 
be thought to coincide with his religious 
= renets, I have judged it not improper 
to lay before my Readers, fome Particu- 
lars relating to this Matter, which I late- 
ly met with ina Volume of the ingenious Monfieur Racine. It 
feems this Gentleman had given vent to fome Animadverfions 
on Mr. Pope’s Efjzy cz Man, and the Confequence was, that 
our great Poet, unecafy at the Reflection, refolved to affert his 
Syftem in a Letter to che French Writer, which he enclofed to the 
celebrated Chevalier Kamfay. This Correfpondence will throw a 
Light on Pope’s Way of Thinking in religious Matters, and will 
evidently fhew that he was far from embracing Bolingbroke’s Prin- 
ciples. Asthe Sanction of fo great a Genius is what the noble 
Writer feems to aim at, it will be defeating part of his Purpofe, 
to convince Mankind that Mr. Pope thought the Imputation 
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of Deifim a Blemifh in his Character; and it may prove enter- 
taining to the mere Engii/h Reader to fee what a polite Inter- 
cohrfe was carried on between two Geniufes of different Nations, 
Strangers to each other, and only connected by their Wit 
and Parts. 


A Letter from the Chevalier Ramsay to M. Racine. 


8 IR, 
‘WAS highly pleafed, and do not doubt but you -will bs 
pleafed alio, at the Receipt of a Letter which Mr. Pope has 
fent me to be forwarded to you. - You will perceive by the Con- 
tents, that it was not without juft Grounds I undertook in a 
former Letter, to juftify the Principles of my illuftrious Coun- 
trymans My Vindication of him, I am fenfible, might appear 
infufficient, as it might poflibly be fufpected to have its Source 
in Friendfhip. But “here, Sir, he pleads his own Defence ; his 
Letter will demonftrate to you his Zeal for Religion, and, it 
is to be hoped, will filence his Accufers. You will find it ac- 
companied 7 a Detence of his Syftem, written by Mr. War- 
burton, a celebrated Clergyman of the Church of England. 
Mr. Pope, by diftributing this Performance amongtt his Friends, 
adopts the Do¢trine, approves the Sentiments, and thereby gives 
ihe whole an additional Value. 

‘Tue Opinion which you conceived of Mr. Pope, is on your Side 
very excufable. You received the Impreffion from the Mifrepre- 
fentations of his Enemies; for many Enemies he has. Urit enim 
fulzore fuo, &c. His fuperior Talents have excited ‘a Great “deal of 
Envy towards his Perfon, and his Conneétions with Tverd emi- 
nent Perfonages, all engaged in oppofite Interefts, or attached 
to the Court, have rats. the ferved to inflame the Minds of Men 

ainft him, But. there are many.evincing Proofs of his Pro- 
bity, and the Incorruptibility of - his Principles, 

I wave been informed, that he was in Intimacy with feveral 
fucceffive Minifters, and often with many at the fame Time. 
Thus circumftanced, it would have been eafy for him to create 
a large Fortune, had he avail’d himfelf of the Difgrace of one 
Party, 1n order to recommend himfelf to the other. But he 
pofiefied a Soul fuperior to fuch mean Artifices. 

My Intelligence adds further, that a certain Princefs, who was 
an Admirer of his Genius, exprefied an Inclination while fhe was 
Queen of England, to employ him, without requiring any thing 
further of him than a diffembled Conformity to the eftablifhed 
Religion of his Country, promifing at the fame time to dif- 
penfe with the Stri¢tnefs of the Oath ufually adminiftered upon 
{uch Occafions. But Mr. Pope was inacceflible to Temptation, 

which 
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which may ferve to prove he was directed by other Principles than 
thofe of a Sceptic or a Deift. 

I muft affure you, Sir, that Iam not induced to this Tafk by 
fupererogatory Friendfhip to Mr. Pope, nor am I willing to offer 
him the Incenfe of Adulation. I mean folely to ferve the Caufe 
of Truth and Juftice, and am, 

SIR, &c. 


Letter from Mr. Pore to M. Racine. 
$ IR, 


H E Expectation, in which I have been for fome Time 
paft, of receiving the Prefent you have honoured me with, 
was the Occafion of my delaying fo long to anfwer your Let- 
ter. Iam at length favoured with your Poem upon Religion, 
and fhould have received from the Perufal of it, a Pleafure un- 
mixed with Pain, had I not the Mortification to find. that you 
impute feveral Principles to me, which I abhor and deteft, My 
Uneafinefs met fome Alleviation from a Paffage in your Preface, 
where you declare your Inability, from a Want of Knowledge of 
the Exgli/b Language, to give your own Judgment on the Egay on 
Man ; you add that you do not controvert myTenets, but the evil 
Confequences deducible from them, and the Maxims, which 
fome Perfons of notable Sagacity have imagined that they have 
difcovered in my Poem. ‘This Declaration is a fhining Proof 
of your Candor, your Difcretion and your Charity. I muft take 
leave to affure you, Sir, that your Unacquaintance with the O- 
riginal has not proved more fatal to me, than the imperfect 
Conceptions of my Tranflators, who have not fufficiently in- 
tormed themfelves of my real Sentiments. The many additional 
Embellifhments, which my Piece has received from the Verfion 
of M. D. R——, have not done an Honour to the Effay on Man 
equal to the Prejudice it has juffered, from his frequent Mif- 
apprehenfion of the Principles it inculcates. Thefe Miftakes 
you will perceive are totally refuted in the Lyelifh Piece, which 
T have tran{mitted to you. It is a critical and philofophic Com- 
mentary written by the learned Author of the divine Legation of 
Mofes. J fatter mytelf that the Chevalier Ramfay will, from his 
Zeal for Truth, take the Trouble to explain the Contents of it. 
J fhall then pertwade myielf that your Sufpicions will be effaced, 
and I fhall have no Appeal trom your Candor and Juttice. 
in the mean Time,] fhail not heficate to declare mylelf very cor- 
dially in Regard to jome Particulars, about which you have de- 
jired an Anfwer. 
I muft avow then openly and fincerely, that my Principles are 
diametrically oppolite to the Sentiments of Spinoza and Leibnitz ; 
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they are perfeétly coincident with the Tenets of M. Pajfchal, and 
the Archbifhop of Cambray, and fhall always efteem it an Ho- 
nour to ‘me, to imitate the Moderation, with which the latter 
fubmitted his private Opinions: to the Decifions of the Church, 
of which he pofefled himfelf a Member. I have the Honour to be, 
London, Sept. 1, 1742. SIR, Ge. 


Racine’s Anfwer to Mr. Porr. 
SIR," 

HE Mildnefs and Humility, with which you juftify your- 

felf, is a convincing Proof of your Religion ; the more fo, 
as you have done it to one, on whom it is incumbent to make his 
own Apology for his rafh Attack upon your Charatter. Your 
Manner of pardoning me is the more delicate, as it is done with- 
out any Mixture of Reproach; but though you acquit me with 
fo much Politenefs,’ I fhall not fo eafily forgive myfelf. 

CERTAIN it is, a Precipitance of Zeal hurried me away. As 
I had often heard Pofitions, faid to be yours, or at leaft Confe- 
quences refulting from your Effay, cited againft certain Truths 
(which I now find you refpeét as much as myfelf) I thought I had 
a Right to enter the Lifts with you. The Paffage in my Preface 
was extorted from me by a Degree of Remorfe, which I felt in 
writing againft you. This Remorfe, Sir, was awakened in me by 
the Confideration, that the greateft Men are always the moft fuf- 
ceptible of the Truths of Revelation. I was really ‘grieved to 
think that Mr. Pope fhould oppofe a Religion, whofe Enemies 
have ever been contemptible, and it appeared ftrange, that in 
a Work which points out the Road to Happinefs, you fhould 
furnifh Arms to thofe, who are induftrious to mifguide us in the 
Refearch. 

Your Letter, at the fame Time that it does honour to your 
Charaéter, muft bring a Blufh in my Face, for having enter- 
tained unjuft Sufpicions ; but, notwithftanding this, I think 
mylelf obliged to make it public; the Injury which I have done 
you, was fo, the Reparation fhould be the fame. I owe this to 
to you, ] owe it to myielf, I owe it to Juitice. 

WHATEVER may be faid in your Favour in the Commentary 
you have fent me, it is now rendered unneceflary by your own 
Declaration. The Refpect, which you avow for the Religion 
you profels, 1s a fufficient Vindication of your Doétrine ; I will 
xdd, that, for the future, thofe among us, who fhall feel the 
laudable Ambition of making their Poetry fubfervient to Reli- 
sion, ought to take you for their Model, and it fhould ever be 
remembered that the greateft Poet in Exgland is one of the hum- 
bleft Sons of the Church Iam 

Paris, 25 O&. 1742 STR, &e. 
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TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 


ied Macklin's, 13 April, 1754. 

Hile Preparations.are making to receive the politer Part of theWorld 

in the upper Rooms of this Houfe, the Men of Letters feem to be 
determined, that the Cultivation of 'Tafte and Genius fhall not be neg- 
le&ted in the lower Apartment. In Confequence of this Refolution, the 
fame Company, mentioned in my laft, met again here, when one of them 
produced a Latin Tranflation of a little Ode of Mr. Pope’s which he faid 
had many elegant Turns of Expreffion, and did ftriét Juftice to the Beau- 
ty of the Original. Others objeted toit, that it did not carry with it the 
fame Simplicity and Clofenefs in the Phrafe, and that in a-Strophe or 
two it was rather a Paraphrafe, than a Tranflation. Ranger, for the A- 
mufement of the learned Reader, has ordered it to be printed this Day, to- 
gether with the Original; and if the Perufal of it ferves no other Purpofe 
then to fufpend for a while the Procefs of Cares and more difagreeable 
Thoughts, he fhall think he has gained his End by this Publication of it. 


OD E. 


Appy the Man, whofe With and Care 
- A few paternal Acres bound ; 
Content to breath his native Air 


In his own Ground. 


Whofe Herds with Milk, whofe Fields with Bread, 
Whofe Flocks fupply him with Attire ; 
Whofe Trees in Summer yield him Shade 


In Winter Fire. 


Bleft, who can unconcern’dly find 
Hours, Days and Years fteal foft away ; 
In Health of Body, Peace of Mind, 


Quiet by Day. 


Sound Sleep by Night, Study and Eafe 
Together mixed, fweet Recreation, 
And Innocence, which moft difpleafe, 


With Meditation, 


Thus let me live, unfeen, unknown, 
Thus unlamented let me die ; 
Steal from the World, and not a Stone 


Tell where I lye. 


ODE 
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ODE. 


O Ter, O plufquam quater ille felix, 
Auream quifquis Mediocritatem 


Diligens, Vite trahit in paternis 
Fee Be TS __ Tempora Campis. 
* Plena cui lactis faciles Capella 
Mul¢tra propinant, Cereremque Tellus 
Dedala emittit, fimul atque prebent 


Vellera Veftem. 


Cui per Eftatem dociles miniftrant 
Arbores Umbram, tepidafque reddunt 
-Commode Brumas, glaciale quando 
| Frigus adurit. 


Serizper hic felix oculo. irretorto 
Refpicit lapfum fugientis zvi ;. 
Semper et fanam gerit ille fano 
- Corpore Mentem. 


Cernit hunc Phebus placidum renafcens, 
Cernit occumibens gravidum Sopore ; 
Ufquée et alterna fruitur quiete, 
ys Non fine Mufis. 


Infolens Culpz fcelerifque purus 

Aureos condit fine labe foles, 
Callidus. dulci. Studio Laborum hwy 
| -Fallere Curas. - 


Sic mihi vano procul a Tumultu - 
-Vivere obtingat popularis Aure ; 
Sic mori detur, careatque fculpto 
Marmore Nomen. 


Bedford Coffce-Houfe. 

The Critics here are pleafed to find, by an Advertifement for the Benefit 
of Mrs. and Mr. Davis, that the Tragedy of Zara is to be aéted once 
more this Seafon. As Mrs. Crbber. Mr. Garrick and Mr. Moffop are all three 
highly excellent in their Parts, it is fuppofed that’ a numerous Audience 
will embrace that Importunity of feeing Voltaire’s beft Tragedy performed 
with all the Advantages, which it can receive from fuch {kilful Performers. 


| From my own Apariments. 

All the young Perfgns_ of both Sexes are defired to take notice, that on 
Thurfday next will be prefented the Sufpicious Hufband, for the Benefit of 
Mifs Haughton... It is expected they will attend fo pretty an Atrefs on that 
Day, and of this they are not to fail, under Pain of our higheft Di(pleafure. 
CHARLES RANGER. 
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Printed for W. FADEN in Wine-Office-Court, Flect-ftreet, and | 
J. BOUQUET in Pater-Nofter-Row, where may be had the 
forme. Numbers. 

N. B, fst the End of the Year will be printed a Title, Contents, and 

Tranflation of the Zatz Quotations. 








